POLITICAL    AND    SOCIAL   STATE    OF    SPAIN

threats against the great democratic powers and satisfy her
imperialist hopes.

On her part, Russia needed to undermine as much as
possible the whole social framework of Europe.

To carry out their respective plans they went about the
matter with great astuteness, and, themselves remaining
in the shadows, they organised in Spain the two forces
which were to be their respective fighting units.

In the month of February 1936, the Fascist and
Communist factions were insignificant, as may be seen in
the elections of that date, since there was one member of
the Falange and only seventeen of the Communist Party,

The victory of the Left Wing in the Parliamentary
elections had scarcely been made known, when the Falange
and the Communists began to be heard everywhere and
there was a note of accusation in their shouts. Thus they
put themselves in the advance guard of those who were
going to make up the two fighting forces. Germany and
Russia had taken over their leadership for the tragedy
which they were preparing.

It was then that the ranks of the Falange and the
Communist parties began to grow greater. The Falange
attracted many army officers, discontented members
of other parties, students, aristocrats, and a good many
criminals and people of bad character. From the first
moment the Falange received a good deal of sympathy
and could count on the unconditional loyalty of the
reactionaries and the Army, because they saw in it a
safeguard of then: interests when faced by the Communist
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